
 
 

COMPARE 
A journal of comparative and international education 

President 2014–15:  Professor Emeritus Kenneth King, University of Edinburgh & NORRAG 

Chair:  Professor Caroline Dyer, University of Leeds 

Vice-Chair:  Professor Qing Gu, University of Nottingham 

Secretary:  Dr. Lizzi Milligan, University of Bath 

Treasurer:  Malcolm M Mercer, Powys 

Membership Secretary:  Dr. Julia Paulson, Bath Spa University 

 
 

Chair’s report to the BAICE AGM, September 2015. 
 
It gives me great pleasure to report on another busy and exciting year for BAICE and 
to offer my thanks to the sterling contributions of all of those who keep BAICE going. 
First let me thank Kenneth King our outgoing President for his Presidential Address, 
and his interest in the Association over his term of office.  
 
I will begin with news of Compare, our Association journal. I am pleased to report 
that we have signed a six year contract with Taylor and Francis which offers us 
excellent terms. We have an excellent relationship with our publisher and this has 
enabled us to negotiate significantly increased royalty income. Malcolm’s report has 
the details: the result for BAICE is that we are financially very stable and able to 
commit a wide range of funds to networking and developmental activities for our 
constituency. Compare continues to hold its own in the SSCI rankings and enjoys a 
strong reputation as a leading journal of comparative and international education. 
None of this would be possible without the support of an excellent Editorial team in 
the UK, and our supportive IAB from afar. It is with sadness that, on behalf of both 
Boards, we wish farewell to our two outgoing Co-Editors Paul Morris and Yusuf 
Sayed. Paul has contributed extensively on management of Special Issues, and to 
negotiations with the publisher as part of his advice on editorial policy. Yusuf has 
innovated the Forum, a now widely read and significant aspect of Compare. We are 
very grateful to both of them for their contributions over two highly successful terms 
of office, and a note from the Chair to this effect will be published in the next issue of 
Compare. Stepping capably into their shoes to join Nitya Rao on the Co-Editor team 
are their successors, Germ Janmaat and Tristan McCowan (both from UCL-IoE). 
Both set out their vision for the journal in the competitive application process, and 
are already familiar with it as serving members of the Editorial Board. We look 
forward to taking the journal forward under their leadership – and to recruiting new 
Board members to replace them. You will also see in the Editor’s and Treasurer’s 
Reports that we have continued to provide Writers’ Workshops in collaboration with 
UNGEI to international participants, and have plans to offer the next one in the 
Philippines. Again, this is an exciting innovation and we are very proud of the role 
Compare is able to play here to support international scholarship.  
 
On to BAICE matters now. Earlier this year we decided to invest in administrative 
support to relieve the pressures on very busy academic Committee members. We 
were extremely fortunate to secure the services of Miriam MacGregor, already 
working with us as the Compare Editorial assistant. Miriam’s support has already 
made a huge difference and we are very pleased with current arrangements. Many 
thanks to our outgoing Membership secretary Julia Paulson who has made extensive 
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efforts to reconcile the database, along with Miriam and Malcolm. We will be looking 
for a replacement for Julia. 
 
We also owe a vast debt of gratitude to our outgoing Web team, Michael Crossley 
and Terra Sprague. These two officers have worked up an excellent website, which 
is the hub of our communications, and we are truly sorry to see them leave – not 
least because it is proving very difficult to find the Communications Officer we have 
proposed to take this role forward in future! A warm welcome, however, to our new 
Committee members Eleanor Brown (York), TingTing Yuan (Liverpool Hope), Alison 
Buckler (Open University) and student representative, Arif Naveed (Cambridge). 
 
The papers for the AGM were prepared by Lizzi Milligan, our outgoing Secretary. 
Lizzi has worked tirelessly to support BAICE, and been very proactive across a wide 
range of activity. We will miss her – but again I am pleased to report that we have 
successfully recruited her successor Anneke Newman (Sussex)  and I welcome 
Anneke to her new role. 
 
We have continued to invest our income into a range of funding pots, on which Qing 
Gu reports. This is an important means of supporting our members, but it brings with 
it some extensive challenges of management to ensure that we can offer a robust 
process through reviewing applications in a highly competitive environment to 
making awards to those that meet our criteria. We are continuing to learn about how 
we do this well and have recently re-organised our internal management of this 
process.  
 
Next year’s BAICE conference will grapple with the complex theme of quality, and 
will be held at the University of Nottingham. We are very grateful to Qing Gu and 
Simon McGrath for offering to hold the conference – this is the first time in my 
memory that we have had a spontaneous offer on the table to consider! – and look 
forward to shaping the conference with them in the coming months. You will have 
found a postcard about the conference in your conference bag. We will announce 
next year’s President, who will deliver one of the conference keynotes, in due 
course.  
 
I am very pleased that this year we invested some of our funds in enabling our 
Honorary members to attend the conference. We hope those who have accepted 
this invitation have enjoyed and contributed to the debates; and we hope to be able 
to extend a similar invitation in future. We have also, as usual, offered bursaries to 
international and national scholars who would otherwise not be able to attend. Our 
student representatives have, as ever, been active in attending meetings and 
organising a conference on which they report at the University of Cambridge in July.  
 
In conclusion, I would like to thank all the officers for their excellent efforts to support 
BAICE. Academics are under increasing pressures and it is generous of all of them 
to offer their time to support the Association. A particular word of thanks is due to 
Malcolm Mercer who goes very far beyond the call of duty to ensure that all our 
finances and related affairs are always in excellent order.  
  
Professor Caroline Dyer 
Chair, BAICE 


